
Angelo, when Mom 
and Dad said we were 
spending the day with 
Shanti Aunty, I was 

excited. But...

...she’s so boring, 
Mapui! Wants to do 
nothing but read!

I’m so bored 
that I’ll do 

anything! Even 
start a shell 
collection! 

How’s this to 
begin with?

Oi! What’s 
the big idea?! Put 
my house and me 
down this very 

instant!

This is indeed a 
discarded sea snail’s 

shell. Hermit crabs like 
myself adopt them 

as homes.

By the way, 
it’s illegal to 

collect mollusc 
shells in India. 
You know, I’ve 
learnt a thing 
or two after 

all the trips to 
the jungle with 

Shambu!

Mollusc? 
What’s that?

A soft-bodied animal with 
no spine, usually with a shell 

covering. But there are 
shell-free molluscs too.

They make up the 
second largest group 

after arthropods, which 
are animals with hard 
bodies and no spine.
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Aaah! 
Isn’t this a 
snail shell?

We are all called by our names and some of us even have pet 
names! However, humans are not the only ones to have a 
specific name for each individual.
Scientists from the Hebrew University at Jerusalem recently 
found that marmosets* also engage in this social behaviour. 
During experiments, they found that marmosets use “phee” 
whistle calls to call each other. Each marmoset was called by a 
distinct call. Researchers also learnt that marmosets were more 
likely to answer calls that were directed at them, and they could 

even recognize the marmoset calling them! Such behaviour has previously only been observed in humans, 
dolphins and elephants. This study will help scientists understand the evolution of communication from 
non-verbal to the complex languages we see today.
Next time you meet a marmoset, make sure to get its name right!
*A species of small monkey

Imagine finding out that a nondescript object in your home is 
actually invaluable! Something similar happened to an elderly 
woman’s family in Colti.
The woman had picked up a 3.5 kg stone from a stream near her 
house. She used it as her doorstop for decades. After she passed 
in 1991, the house was given to a relative. The relative felt that the 
stone was not an ordinary one. He was proved right when he sold 
the stone to the Romanian government for a lot of money. Experts 
estimate the stone to be between 38 and 70 million years old, and 
worth around ₹9 crore!
Let me just take a look at the doorstop in my granny’s house!

Tapala Nadamuni, an Indian postgraduate student, has broken his own 
record in—guess what? Creating the world’s smallest vacuum 
cleaner! 
Tapala had previously won the title in 2020. However, it was won by 
someone else in 2022. He then worked on altering his original design 
and tried to make a tiny, new, functioning vacuum cleaner. He 
successfully created a device measuring just 0.63 cm! It was made by 
repurposing a ballpoint pen, some bits of plastic and metal. The 
cleaner also has a tiny fan inside it and can suck up dust particles.
Imagine little insects buying this vacuum cleaner to clean up
their homes!
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Door way!

India

          me

FlooredThe power 
of a dust 

buster... in 
the palm of 

my hand!

Such riches 
just a stone's 

throw away 
from me.

Jhilli, Milli
and Tilli, let's 

go party!
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“Molluscs are immensely diverse and are classified into seven categories.

The mantle (outer body wall) generates secretions which harden to form the shell 
that protects their soft bodies. Shell-free molluscs are protected by their slime.”

Gastropoda 
(snails & slugs)

Cephalopoda 
(squids & octopuses) 

Scaphopoda 
(tusk shells) 

Monoplacophora 
(cap-like shelled 

molluscs)

Aplacophora 
(worm-like molluscs) 

Bivalvia 
(clams & oysters) 

Polyplacophora 
(chitons) 

Snails and 
squids are 

related?! I had 
no idea!

That’s not the only surprising 
fact about molluscs. Let me 

tell you about Pseudomulleria 
dalyi, a freshwater bivalve that 

lives in the Western Ghats.

“This species dates all the way back to the time of Gondwana*!

“The larvae of Pseudomulleria dalyi live as parasites in the gills of fish. 
Once they are old enough, they detach and live independent lives.

*An ancient supercontinent that comprised modern-day Africa, 
South America, India, the Arabian Peninsula and Antarctica



“Dams, pollution, dynamite fishing (fishing by bombing) and water abstraction 
(removing water from its source for human needs) threaten fish.

“As a result, Pseudomulleria dalyi 
is also endangered.”

So then we must 
conserve fish. That 
means... when we 

protect one species, 
we end up protecting 

other species that 
depend on it.

Right you are. 
The Western Ghats 
is also home to the 

Cremnoconchus 
genus of snails.

“These are freshwater snails in a 
family of largely saltwater molluscs. 
They evolved to live in freshwater 
owing to receding sea levels.

“Sadly, one population has gone extinct 
because of littering and garbage around 
waterfalls, their home.”

The other day, my mother 
found a huge snail in our 

garden. She said it was invasive 
and called the local animal 
shelter to take it away. Why 
would a snail be invasive?

Aha! That 
must’ve been 
the African 
giant snail.

“Found in East African 
countries, this snail 
came to India with 
British naturalist 
William Benson 
to his Kolkata 
house in 1847.

“Mr. Benson gifted it to a friend, 
from whose garden it multiplied 
and spread across the country.”
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In Africa, this snail is food 
for some types of birds. But 
here, there is no natural prey 
for them. And Unfortunately, 

this snail is destructive to 
local flora and fauna.

we know of 
several mollusc 

species, but 
there are many 
more that we 

don’t know of, 
owing to their 
huge diversity. 

Several species go 
extinct, unknown 
and unnoticed.

“Moreover, molluscs are good sources of 
protein and calcium for animals and humans.

“Snail slime is rich in antibacterial 
and antimicrobial protein, so it’s 
used in skincare products!

“And of course, pearls, which are used 
in jewellery, are made by molluscs.”

Wow! Molluscs are 
amazing and contribute 

so much. It’s only 
right that I put this 

shell back.

Good move, my 
boy. Now that 

you know other 
creatures use 

abandoned shells 
as homes, don’t 
collect shells!

I thought that we’d 
have a super boring 

day with Shanti Aunty, 
but we’ve had such an 

interesting time!

what do 
you mean by 

boring?!

Uh-oh!

Oops! When you put your foot in your mouth, 
Mapui, not even the Starlition can save you!
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