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1. Acanthurus nigrofuscus (Forsskål 1775)  

2. Ambassis ambassis (Lacepède 1802) 

3. Ambassis gymnocephalus (Lacepède 1802) 

4. Parambassis dayi (Bleeker 1874) 

5. Parambassis ranga (Hamilton 1822) 

6. Parambassis thomassi (Day 1870) 

7. Anabas testudineus (Bloch 1792)

8. Anguilla bicolor McClelland 1844

9. Anguilla bengalensis (Gray, 1831)

10. Aplocheilus blockii Arnold, 1911 

11. Aplocheilus lineatus (Valenciennes, 1846) 

12. Arius arius (Hamilton 1822)

13. Arius maculatus (Thunberg 1792) 

14. Arius subrostratus Valenciennes 1840

15. Doboatherina duodecimalis
 (Valenciennes 1835) 

16. Mystus armatus (Day, 1865) 

17. Mystus gulio (Hamilton 1822) 

18. Mystus malabaricus (Jerdon 1849) 

19. Mystus oculatus (Valenciennes 1840) 

20. Mystus vittatus (Bloch, 1794) 
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21. Colletteichthys dussumieri 
 (Valenciennes 1837) 

22. Strongylura strongylura (van Hasselt 1823) 

23. Strongylura leiura (Bleeker 1850) 

24. Tylosurus crocodilus (Péron & Lesueur 1821) 

25. Xenentodon cancila (Hamilton 1822)

26. Alectis indica (Rüppell 1830) 

27. Alepes djedaba (Forsskål 1775) 

28. Carangoides malabaricus 
 (Bloch & Schneider, 1801) 

29. Carangoides praeustus 
 (Anonymous [Bennett] 1830)

30. Caranx ignobilis (Forsskål 1775) 

31. Caranx sexfasciatus Quoy & Gaimard 1825 

32. Megalaspis cordyla (Linnaeus 1758) 

33. Scomberoides tala (Cuvier 1832) 

34. Scomberoides tol (Cuvier 1832) 

35. Trachinotus blochii (Lacepède 1801)

36. Chanos chanos (Forsskål 1775) 

37. Channa diplogramma (Day, 1865) 

38. Channa pseudomarulius (Hamilton, 1822) 

39. Channa striata (Bloch 1793)

40. Oreochromis mossambicus 
 (Peters 1852) [Exotic]

41. Oreochromis niloticus 
 (Linnaeus 1758) [Exotic]

42. Etroplus suratensis (Bloch 1790) 

43. Pseudetroplus maculatus (Bloch 1795)

44. Clarias dussumieri Valenciennes 1840

45. Clarias gariepinus (Burchell 1822) [Exotic] 

46. Sardinella longiceps Valenciennes 1847 

47. Sardinella gibbosa (Bleeker 1849) 

48. Escualosa thoracata (Valenciennes 1847) 

49. Dayella malabarica (Day 1873) 

50. Ehirava fluviatilis Deraniyagala 1929 

51. Nematalosa nasus (Bloch 1795) 

52. Anodontostoma chacunda (Hamilton 1822)

53. Tenualosa ilisha (Hamilton 1822) 

54. Lepidocephalichthys thermalis 
 (Valenciennes, 1846) 

55. Cynoglossus bilineatus (Lacepède 1802) 

56. Cynoglossus macrostomus Norman, 1928 

57. Cynoglossus puncticeps (Richardson 1846)

58. Cirrhinus mrigala (Hamilton 1822)

59. Cyprinus carpio Linnaeus 1758 [Exotic]

60. Dawkinsia filamentosa (Valenciennes 1844) 

61. Hypselobarbus kurali Menon 
 & Rema Devi 1995 

62. Labeo catla (Hamilton, 1822)

63. Labeo dussumieri (Valenciennes 1842) 

64. Labeo rohita (Hamilton, 1822) 

65. Pethia ticto (Hamilton, 1822) 

66. Puntius amphibius (Valenciennes 1842)

67. Pethia  punctata (Day, 1865)

68. Puntius mahecola (Valenciennes, 1844) 

69. Puntius vittatus Day, 1865

70. Systomus sarana (Hamilton 1822) 

71. Systomus subnasutus (Valenciennes 1842)

72. Amblypharyngodon melettinus 
 (Valenciennes, 1844)

73. Amblypharyngodon microlepis 
 (Bleeker 1853) 

74. Amblypharyngodon mola (Hamilton 1822)

75. Horadandia atukorali Deraniyagala, 1943

76. Neochela dadiburjori (Menon 1952)

77. Rasbora dandia (Valenciennes 1844)

78. Drepane punctata (Linnaeus 1758)

79. Dussumieria acuta Valenciennes 1847
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80. Bunaka gyrinoides (Bleeker 1853)

81. Butis butis (Hamilton 1822) 

82. Eleotris fusca (Bloch & Schneider 1801)

83. Elops machnata (Forsskål 1775)

84. Stolephorus commersonnii Lacepède 1803 

85. Stolephorus indicus (van Hasselt 1823)

86. Stolephorus insularis Hardenberg 1933 

87. Stolephorus waitei Jordan & Seale 1926

88. Thryssa dussumieri (Valenciennes, 1848)

89. Thryssa hamiltonii (Gray 1835)

90. Thryssa kammalensis (Bleeker 1849)  

91. Thryssa malabarica (Bloch, 1795)

92. Thryssa mystax (Bloch & Schneider 1801)

93. Thryssa purava (Hamilton 1822)

94. Gerres erythrourus (Bloch 1791)

95. Gerres filamentosus Cuvier 1829 

96. Gerres setifer (Hamilton 1822)

97. Acentrogobius caninus (Valenciennes 1837)

98. Acentrogobius viridipunctatus 
 (Valenciennes 1837)

99. Awaous stamineus (Eydoux & Souleyet 1850)

100. Glossogobius giuris (Hamilton 1822)

101. Gobiopsis macrostomus Steindachner 1861

102. Oligolepis formosanus (Nichols 1958)

103. Oxyurichthys microlepis (Bleeker 1849)

104. Oxyurichthys tentacularis 
 (Valenciennes 1837)

105. Psammogobius biocellatus 
 (Valenciennes, 1837)

106. Stenogobius gymnopomus (Bleeker 1853)

107. Taenioides buchanani (Day 1873)

108. Taenioides cirratus (Blyth 1860)

109. Trypauchen vagina (Bloch & Schneider 1801) 

110. Plectorhinchus gibbosus (Lacepède 1802)

111. Pomadasys argenteus (Forsskål 1775) 

112. Hyporhamphus limbatus (Valenciennes 1847) 

113. Hyporhamphus xanthopterus 
 (Valenciennes 1847)

114. Rhynchorhamphus georgii 
 (Valenciennes 1847) 

115. Heteropneustes fossilis (Bloch 1794)

116. Horabagrus brachysoma (Günther 1864)

117. Lates calcarifer (Bloch 1790)

118. Deveximentum insidiator (Bloch 1787)

119. Eubleekeria splendens (Cuvier 1829)

120. Gazza minuta (Bloch 1795) 

121. Karalla daura (Cuvier 1829)

122. Leiognathus berbis (Valenciennes 1835)

123. Leiognathus equula (Forsskål 1775) 

124. Leiognathus ruconius (Hamilton 1822)

125. Nuchequula nuchalis 
 (Temminck & Schlegel, 1845)

126. Photopectoralis bindus (Valenciennes 1835)

127. Lethrinus microdon Valenciennes 1830

128. Lutjanus argentimaculatus (Forsskål 1775)

129. Lutjanus fulviflamma (Forsskål 1775)

130. Lutjanus johnii (Bloch 1792)

131. Lutjanus rivulatus (Cuvier 1828)

132. Lutjanus russellii (Bleeker 1849)

133. Macrognathus guentheri (Day 1865) 

134. Mastacembelus armatus (Lacepède 1800)

135. Megalops cyprinoides (Broussonet 1782)

136. Chelon parsia (Hamilton 1822)

137. Crenimugil seheli (Fabricius 1775)

138. Mugil cephalus Linnaeus 1758

139. Osteomugil cunnesius (Valenciennes, 1836)

140. Osteomugil speigleri (Bleeker 1858)

141. Planiliza macrolepis (Smith, 1846)
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142. Planiliza planiceps (Valenciennes 1836)

143. Planiliza subviridis (Valenciennes 1836)

144. Parupeneus indicus (Shaw 1803)

145. Upeneus sulphureus Cuvier 1829

146. Upeneus vittatus (Forsskål 1775)

147. Congresox talabonoides (Bleeker 1852)

148. Muraenesox bagio (Hamilton 1822)

149. Muraenesox cinereus (Forsskål 1775)

150. Strophidon sathete (Hamilton 1822)

151. Nandus nandus (Hamilton 1822)

152. Pisodonophis boro (Hamilton 1822) 

153. Pseudosphromenus cupanus (Cuvier, 1831)

154. Pseudosphromenus dayi (Engmann 1909) 

155. Pseudorhombus arsius (Hamilton 1822)

156. Cociella crocodilus (Cuvier 1829)

157. Platycephalus indicus (Linnaeus 1758)

158. Rogadius tuberculatus (Cuvier 1829)

159. Poecilia mexicana Steindachner 1863 [Exotic]

160. Eleutheronema tetradactylum (Shaw 1804)

161. Ilisha sirishae Seshagiri Rao 1975

162. Ilisha melastoma (Bloch & Schneider 1801)

163. Pristolepis rubripinnis Britz, 
 Kumar & Babu 2012 

164. Pangasianodon hypophthalmus 
 (Sauvage 1878) [Exotic]

165. Scatophagus argus (Linnaeus 1766)

166. Daysciaena albida (Cuvier, 1830)

167. Dendrophysa russelii (Cuvier, 1829)

168. Johnius belangerii (Cuvier 1830) 

169. Johnius dussumieri (Cuvier, 1830)

170. Protonibea diacanthus (Lacepède 1802)

171. Epinephelus malabaricus 
 (Bloch & Schneider 1801) 

172. Epinephelus tauvina (Forsskål 1775)

173. Piaractus brachypomus 
 (Cuvier 1818) [Exotic]

174. Siganus canaliculatus (Park 1797) 

175. Siganus javus (Linnaeus 1766) 

176. Siganus lineatus (Valenciennes 1835)

177. Sillago sihama (Fabricius 1775)

178. Sillago vincenti McKay 1980

179. Ompok bimaculatus (Bloch 1794) 

180. Ompok malabaricus (Valenciennes, 1840) 

181. Wallago attu (Bloch & Schneider 1801) 

182. Brachirus orientalis (Bloch & Schneider 1801)

183. Dagetichthys commersonnii (Lacepède 1802)

184. Solea ovata Richardson 1846
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GLOSSARY

Abdomen   Belly
(Stomach)

Abdominal  Pertaining to the belly

Acute   Sharp, pointed

Adipose fin    A small fleshy fin which lacks fin rays
(Fatty fin) 

Adult   A fish which is able to reproduce 

Air breathing   A special organ, which allows the fish to breathe
apparatus  air from the surface of the water
(Labyrinth)      
                         
Anal   Pertaining to the anus or anal fin                                                                      

Anal fin  The fin on the median line behind the vent

Anal fin origin  The most anterior point of the anal fin base

Angle of mouth Side-wise limit of each lip of the mouth 

Anterior  Relating to the front portion.

Anus   The external opening of the intestine, the vent

185.   Acanthopagrus berda (Fabricius 1775)

186. Sphyraena jello Cuvier 1829 

187. Ophisternon bengalense McClelland 1844 

188. Saurida undosquamis (Richardson 1848)

189. Terapon jarbua (Forsskål 1775) 

190. Carinotetraodon travancoricus 
 (Hora & Nair, 1941) 

191. Chelonodontops leopardus (Day 1878)

192. Chelonodontops patoca (Hamilton 1822)

193. (Hamilton 1822) 

194. Triacanthus biaculeatus (Bloch 1786)

195. Zenarchopterus dispar (Valenciennes 1847)

196. Rhizoprionodon acutus (Rüppell 1837)

197. Himantura uarnak (Gmelin 1789)

198. Pastinachus sephen (Forsskål 1775)
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B

Barbel (Whisker) An elongated fleshy projection, usually about the head

Blind side  The side of flat fishes which does not possess an eye

Blotch   A large irregular patch or unsightly mark on the skin or similar surface

Body depth  The vertical distance from the back margin of the body to the belly margin of the 
   body measured at the base of the hand-fin where it attaches to the body; fins or 
   fin bases are not included in the measurement.

Bony shield  Bony plates on their heads and near their back fins

Branched fin  Fin split into 2 or more extensions at the tip

Branched rays A segmented flexible support element of the fins, often branched at the tip

C

Caudal   Pertaining to the tail

Caudal fin  The tail fin

Caudal peduncle The region of the body between the end of the anal fin and the  
(Tail stalk)  base of the caudal fin 

Class   Class was the most general rank proposed by Linnaeus; phyla were not 
   introduced until the 19th Century. There are 108 different classes in the
   kingdom Animalia, including Mammalia (mammals), Aves (birds), and
   Reptilia (reptiles), among many others

Concave  Having an outline or surface that curves inwards like the interior of a circle 
   or sphere

Convex  Having an outline or surface curved like the exterior of a circle or sphere.

Ctenoid scale   Scales with comb-like edge found in higher order teleost fishes, such 
    as perch and sunfish. Cteni are the tiny teeth on the posterior margin   
    of the scale.

Cycloid scale    Smooth-edged scales predominately found in lower order teleost 
    fishes, such as salmon, carp and other soft fin rayed fish.

Cylindrical   Resembling the shape of a cylinder

D

Denticulate   Having a toothed margin or toothlike projections or processes

Dorsal    Pertaining to the back

Dorsal fin   The fin on a fish's back

Dorsal fin origin  The most anterior point of the dorsal fin base

E

Elongate   Unusually long, especially not in relation with its width, rather 
    stretched

Emarginate tail  Slightly curved inward (concave), center rays slightly shorter than 
    upper or lower rays

Eye socket    The bony cup surrounding the eye 

Eyelid    A thin fold of skin that covers and protects an eye
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F

Family    A taxonomic group of one or more genera, especially sharing a 
    common attribute
Filament   A slender or thread-like structure

Fimbria/e   A series of threads or other projections resembling a fringe or margin

Fin base/ base of fin  Part of the fin that is attached to the body

Fin ray    Each of the long slender bony supports in the fins of most bony fishes

Floating nest   Also called foam nests, are created by some fish species as floating 
    masses of bubbles blown with an oral secretion, saliva bubbles 
    in order to guard their eggs.

G

Gape of the mouth  To open the mouth wide, openmouthed the most anterior 
(cleft of the mouth)  point of the dorsal fin base

Gill arches   The bony arches to which the gills are attached

Gill filaments   A series of projections along the posterior edge of the gill arch,    
    the site of gas exchange

Gill membranes  Membranes covering the gill openings, 
    attached to the branchiostegals

Gill opening   Opening behind each operculum, leading to the gills

Gill rakers   A series of appendages along the anterior edges 
    of the gill arches

Gills, Branchiae  Organs for breathing the air contained in water

I

Immature   Not fully developed

Inferior mouth   A mouth located on the ventral surface of the head and 
    oriented downwards

Iridescent   Showing luminous colours that seem to change when seen from 
    different angles

J

Jaw    An opposable, articulated structure at the entrance of the mouth, used 
    for grasping and manipulating food. The outer parts of the jaws in 
    most fishes include the lower jaw (mandible) and the upper jaw 
    (premaxillary,maxillary and supramaxillary)

Juvenile   Sexually immature stage.

K

Keel    A relatively narrow and sharp ridge-like area of the ventral or dorsal 
    surfaces or the sides of the tail stalk.

Key characters  Fundamental characters required in order to identify an organism to 
    that particular level of taxon.

L

Lateral    At, or towards the side

Lateral line(Mid line)  A series of muciferous tubes forming a raised line along the side of the body 
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Length    Used in the book instead of standard length; it is the straight-line 
    distance from the most forward part of the head to the end of the 
    vertebral column (i.e. the caudal base) which can be seen as a 
    crease in the skin when the tail is flexed from side to side

M

Mandible (Chin)  Tthe lower jaw

Maxilla, Maxillary (Cheek) The upper jaw

Maxillae, Maxillaries  The hindmost bones of the upper jaw; preceded by 
    the premaxillaries

Mouth    The oral cavity located at the upper end of the alimentary canal that 
    opens to the outside at the lips and empties into the throat at the 
    rear, and containing structures for mastication and tasting especially 
    in higher vertebrates

N

Nape    The area on the back between the head and the back fin

Nasal    Pertaining to the nostrils

Nostril    Openings at tip of head, through which water flows into the nasal cavity

O

Obtuse angle   An angle that has a measurement greater than 90 degrees but less 
    than 180 degrees

Occipital process  A median dorsal wedge of bone extending backward from the rear 
    margin

Opercule,operculum  The bony flap that covers the gills 
(Gill Cover)

Opercular   Pertaining to the operculum

Opercular spine  Spine projecting from the operculum
(Gill cover spine) 

Orbit    The eye socket

Order    A taxonomic rank used in classifying organisms, generally below the 
    class, and comprising families sharing a set of similar nature 
    or character

Origin    The most anterior point of a fin base

P

Paired fin   The pectoral(hand fin) and ventral(leg fins) corresponding to the fore and 
    hind legs of the higher animals. the most anterior point of a fin base

Palate teeth   Teeth present in some fishes on the palatine bones, bones that lie inside the 
    upper jaw bones

Palate    Roof of the mouth; may be used to include the bones of the roof of the mouth

Pectoral    Pertaining to the breast

Pectoral fins   The anterior or uppermost of the paired fins, which correspond 
(Handfin)   to the anterior limbs of the higher vertebrates

Pelvic fins   Paired fins behind or below the pectoral fins
( Leg fin) 
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Pharyngeal teeth  Opposing patches of teeth which occur on the upper and lower elements of 
    the gill arches

Pored scale   A mid-line scale with a pore

Posterior   The tail end; at or towards the rear end of the fish

Postorbital   Behind the eye

Premaxillaries   Two bones forming the front portion of the upper jaw

Preopercle,preoperculum The bone between the cheek and the gill cover
( in front of the gill cover) 

Preopercular spine  Spine projecting from the preopercule

Preorbital   The area under and in front of the eyes

Protract   Capable of being thrust out; describes the capacity of the upper jaw to 
project    forward from the snout in fishes with jaws which are not bound to the snout 
    by a frenum

Protrusible   Capable of being protruded or extended

Q

Quadrangular    Having four sides

R

Rhomboid   Having or resembling the shape of a rhombus

Rostrum   A projecting snout or beak

S

Scales    A small, membranous or horny, stiff, typically plate-like body in the skin of 
    fishes, serving to protect, colour, and support the body

Scalation   Pertains to the pattern/arrangement/presence of scales
Scaly sheath   An area covered with scales

Scute    Any external horny or bony plate

Serrate    Notched like a saw

Snout    The area from the tip of the head to the front of the eye

Soft ray    A segmented fin ray which is composed of two closely joined lateral 
    elements. It is  nearly always flexible and often branched

Species   Groups of actually (or potentially) interbreeding natural populations which  
    are reproductively isolated from other such groups

Spination   The distribution and arrangement of spines

Sting:     A stiff pointed spine, integumentary sheath, and accompanying 
    venom glands

Subcutaneous   Positioned beneath the skin

Sub-cylindrical  Imperfectly or approximately cylindrical

Sub-terminal mouth  A mouth oriented and opening somewhat ventrally in which the upper jaw 
    and snout clearly extend beyond the lower jaw

Superior   Above or on the upper surface

Superior mouth   A mouth where the lower jaw distinctly projects beyond the upper jaw and 
(Upturned mouth)  mouth opens upward
  
Supraterminal mouth  A mouth where the lower jaw slightly projects beyond the upper jaw and 
    mouth  tends to open upward.
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Spine    A sharp projecting point; an unjointed support in the 
    anterior portions of the dorsal and anal fins

T

Tail    The portion of body posterior to the anus.

Tail fin    The fin at the end of the body

Tail lobe   Divisions of a tail

Taxon    A taxonomic group of any rank, such as a species, family, or class.

Terminal   At the end

Terminal mouth  A mouth opening at the anterior tip of the head in which the upper and lower 
    jaws are approximately the same length with neither one extending beyond 
    the other

Thoracic   Pertaining to the chest

Thorax    The chest region, just behind the head

Tinge    A trace of a colour

Total length (TL)    The length from the tip of the snout to the tip of the tail.

Transverse series scales The almost vertical rows of scales slanting backwards and downwards  
    across the sides of the body

Truncate tail   Tail with a more or less vertical edge

Trunk:     That part of a fish (other than the fins) between the head and the tail; the 
    region between the last gill opening and vent.

Tubercle   Temporary epidermal projection on head, body, or fins of males of some 
    species which facilitates contact with females during spawning or which 
    is used for defense of territories                               

U

Underslung   Subterminal mouth or jaw

Undulating   Moving in waves

Unpaired fin   Dorsal( Back fin), Caudal(Tail fin) and Ventral(Anal fin)

V

Ventral    Pertaining to the abdominal or lower surface

Ventral fins( Anal fin)  Paired fins behind or below the pectoral fins.
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