
One morning during a trek-

Yucccckk! Dung! My 
shoe! My beautiful 
shoe! Disgusting!

You just stomped 
on someone’s food, 
Aadi. That’s what’s 

disgusting!

This 
dung? 
Food? 

For whom, 
Shambu 
Uncle?

For 
dung beetles, 
Rayna. Look, 

they’re coming 
to this fresh 

dung pat.

Hello! My friends 
here would like to talk 
to you and get to know 

your kind better.
If it isn’t the 
brave Shambu 

himself! I’m Duggy. 
Come along, young 
scarabaeologists*.

*Scarabaeologists study dung beetles. 
Beetles are from the family Scarabaeidae

Wow! That’s a 
perfect ball!

You have a 
good eye, young 
man. Let’s get 

going before the 
other beetles 
spot this ball.

You’re 
walking in 
reverse!

{Ooer} 
I could 
never!

Yes, we 
rollers go 
backwards. 

We have 
longer hind 
legs that 

are perfect 
for this.
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You’re 
called rollers 
because you 
roll dung?

That’s right, 
Dheer. There are 

over 5,000 dung beetle 
species worldwide 

with 500 in India. They 
are divided into four 

main groups-rollers, 
tunnellers, dwellers 
and kleptoparasites.

“Rollers roll away their dung balls so they can leave 
the dung pat quickly before other beetles spot it.”

This is 
the way we 

roll!

“They use the Sun and moonlight for 
directions. They can detect patterns 
in the moonlight that humans can’t.

“And when there’s no Moon, 
nocturnal beetles such as the 
Scarabaeus satyrus use the 
starlight of the Milky Way!

“The beetles often climb atop 
the ball to check their direction.

“The female lays 
eggs in the dung 
ball. The larvae 
eat their way out 
of the ball as they 
grow in it.”

“Tunnellers dig a tunnel under 
the dung pat and bury their 
dung ball, safeguarding it from 
other beetles and predators 
such as birds and bears.”

“The male and female bring 
the dung home while in some 
species, the female removes 
mould from the nest, protects 
it and regulates moisture.”
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“Dwellers, on the other hand, find a dung 
pat and directly lay their eggs in it.”

My house! Party 
pooper!

“Kleptoparasites 
steal another 
beetle’s dung ball.”

Finders 
keepers! 
Huehue!

“Small dung beetle species 
like Cleptocaccobius sp. 
follow the rollers 
and lay their eggs in 
the dung balls.”

“Since 
kleptoparasites 
are very small 
in size, both the 
host and brood 
parasite usually 
develop side by 
side.”

Thanks 
for the 

ball! 
Hehe!

Is 
someone 

in my 
home?

Oh, 
that’s 

unfair! All 
that work 
gone to 
waste.

Yes, Nadia, 
they really do 
a lot of work. 

None of us 
want to live 
on a poopy 

planet!

“When the Europeans arrived in 
Australia in the 1700s with their 
cattle, the cattle dung began to 
accumulate on the fields.

“They were unable to 
decompose cattle dung.

“The piled-up dung reduced 
usable land area and gave 
rise to dangerous flies 
which spread diseases.

“Native dung 
beetles could 
only feed 
on the pellet 
dung of 
kangaroos.
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“So, 55 dung beetle 
species were imported 
from Hawaii, Africa and 
Southern Europe to 
break down the dung.”

Make 
way for the 

heroes!

“Dung clearing reduces 
population of pests.”

We fertilize soil when 
we take the dung balls 

into the ground, and we 
also disperse seeds that 

are in animal poo.

However, 
many human 

activities affect 
dung beetles. 

Light pollution 
confuses 
nocturnal 
beetles.

Increased use of veterinary drugs 
negatively impact dung beetles and the 

creatures that feed on the beetles.

According to studies, there 
has been a decline in the number 

of dung beetle species.

Oh no! We can’t 
have them vanish! 

We need them.

Indeed, we do, Nadia. 
We’re all dependent on 
each other, and every 

creature, whether big or 
small, is important.

I’m 
going 

to tell 
everyone 

about 
what we 
learned 
today.

That’s all well 
and good, but can 
someone help me 
remove this poo 
from my shoe?

Not my 
pooblem!

Hahaha!

Cattle dung is 
a major source 
of greenhouse 
gases. Burying 
it helps reduce 
climate change.
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