
One afternoon near Kuruva Island...

What’s in that 
bag, Bala?

Looks 
suspicious. 
Let’s find 
out, Bir.

It looks like a 
pangolin! Someone 
must have tried to 

poach it.

Let’s get a cage 
from home and take 
it to the local vet. 
She’s not far from  
here. She’ll know 

what to do.

Doctor Vanita, we found 
this pangolin in the 

forest. Can you help?

Let me take 
a look. First, 
I’ll have to 

remove the wire 
from around 
its mouth.

Soon... You kids did a good thing 
by bringing it here. It will 

be fine. Don’t worry.

But why 
would anyone 
capture it like 

this?

People capture 
pangolins for 
their scales 

which they believe 
have medicinal 

properties. they 
think the scales 
can also stave 

off bad luck when 
worn around 

the neck.
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But the pangolin’s scales 
are made of keratin! The 
same material that makes 

up our hair and nails.

And how 
do they 

capture these 
creatures? 

They’re really 
shy and active 
only at night, 

right?

Not just that. 
They also don’t 

have any offensive 
moves so they 

are easy targets. 
But they have an 

excellent defence 
technique.

“They curl up into a tight ball 
that is very difficult to open.

“It is this feature 
that gives them their 
name too. Pangolin 
is a Malayan word 
for rolling over. 
they’re also called 
anteaters.”

Do they 
also defend 
themselves 
by hiding in 
burrows?

No. 
They live 

in burrows. 
Remember 

we spotted 
one?

“That’s right. 
Pangolins are 
very good at 
making burrows. 
They dig tunnels 
with multiple 
entrances.

“They even 
make false 
partitions 
to make it 
seem like 
the burrow 
is empty.”

MT: Main Tunnel
ST: Sub-tunnel
RC: Resting Chamber
BO: Burrow Opening

Picture source: Mohapatra et al. 2014
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Chinese 
Pangolin

Ground
Pangolin

Philippine 
Pangolin

Black-bellied 
Pangolin
Giant Pangolin

Sunda 
Pangolin

Indian 
Pangolin

White-bellied 
Pangolin

Are 
pangolins 

only found 
in India, 
Doctor 
Vanita?

No, Bir. 
They live in 
forests and 
farmlands 
around the 

world.

“Some species of pangolin are found 
in parts of Africa, the Philippines, 
China and Southeast Asia.

“Chinese and Indian pangolins 
are found in parts of India.”

Do we 
know 

how many 
pangolins 

there are in 
India?

The exact number and 
habitat of the pangolin 
population in India is 
not known. But they 
are in danger because 

of poachers.

IUCN* has declared the 
Chinese pangolin as critically 

endangered and the Indian 
pangolin as endangered.

*International Union for Conservation of 
Nature, an environmental organization

Pangolins are 
known for being 

the most trafficked 
mammals in the world 

because of their 
scales and meat.
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What about 
this injured 

pangolin, 
though? Will 
it stay here 
with you?

Only for some 
time. My clinic has an open 
enclosure where it will be 

comfortable. Once it is healthy 
my staff will leave it in the wild. 
We will also inform the Forest 

Department about 
this pangolin.

What can we do 
to help save this 
animal, Doctor?

Pangolins breed 
and take care of their 
babies in undisturbed 

agroforests* and other 
similar habitats. We 
need more such safe 

homes for them.

*Regions that support forests 
and agricultural land

If you spot them, 
be happy that you did and 
leave them alone. Report 

the sighting to your 
local forest official. Not 

disturbing them is the 
easiest way to help them.

Thank you, 
Doctor!

Take care, 
little one! Get 

well soon!
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