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Write and take action!

Some days back I was reading
my old field notes that
brought back fond memories
of some lovely creatures and
the places they lived in. So
much so I actually went back
to these places only to see all
those creatures gone and peo-
ple and cars everywhere. The

lesson is, our places are chang-
ing, the big trees, the songs of
birds, frogs and insects you
hear today may not be there
when you grow up. So pick
that pen, brush, notebook and
start drawing, painting and
writing about these creatures
because your collective action

can sometimes help save them
and their habitat. You will also
love reading about them like I
did when you grow older and
what better way to share it
than through your one and
only Nesaral

Enjoy maadi...
Ganesh. T
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Jaycees School, Sringeri

Photograph of the season - Bilekeri Beach

Bilekeri beach is a rocky beach
situated 8 km away from
Ankola town and around 5 km

from Jaycee School.

Several species of sea and shore
birds are seen in hundreds
along Bilekeri beach.

DNA club members of Jaycee
School have taken up the moni-
toring programme at this beach
which will be

monthly basis.
Photo : Dr. Aravind N A
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Did you know?

The eyes of the
chameleon can
move
independently and
can see in two
different directions

at the same time.

Quarterly updates

In the last 3 months DNA club
members learnt about ants, wet-
land birds, butterflies, trees, mol-
luscs, organic farming practices,
web of life, life in a soil and home
remedies from experts through
lecture sessions and field activi-
ties. Jaycee School, Ankola started
a plant nursery at school with the
help of the Forest Department.
They also started the beach moni-
toring program at Bilekere beach.

SDM School, Ujire members con-
ducted an awareness rally on
cleanliness along with a Slogan

writing competition. They learnt

to prepare natural dyes and con-
tinued the Bat

Phenology monitoring which is

Census and
done on a monthly basis.
Students of Shree Someshwara

School, Tumkur prepared Herbar-

fum, raised plant nursery, con-
structed a compost pit and looked
at the species diversity in the

school Campus. In addition to
this they visited a Pond to study
Pond ecosystem and agricultural

farms nearby.

While Jaycees School, Sringeri
students visited Sri JCBM College
to study specimens of inverte-
brates, members of Vyasarajapura
Govt. High School, T. Narasipura
visited Kaggalipura lake to watch
birds. They are also busy taking
care of saplings while using the
compost  prepared at school.
Apart from all these various lab
experiments were also conducted

Abhisheka. K

Student’s anecdotes - To the rescue of a kitten

One Sunday I heard a kitten mew-
ing pathetically but could not lo-
cate it. It must have got lost, I
thought. We live in a tiled house
with a sloping roof on the first
floor. The adjacent house is at-
tached to ours but has only the
ground floor. As such we can
view the roof of that house below
from our window. One of its tiles
was broken and formed a gaping
hole in the roof. This particular
house was empty and all its doors
and windows were shut. The kit-
ten must have fallen through the
hole in the roof into the neighbor-
ing house. It was trapped and
could not get out and that was the
reason for it frantic mewing. Poor
thing! I must try and rescue it.

I looked for the stray mother cat
and found her with her other kit-

tens. Did she not miss her lost
one? I went to the other house
and tried imitating the call of the
mother cat. I was overjoyed to

hear the kitten mew weakly! How

was I to bring it out?

I inserted a knife through the slit

in the window and lifted the
hook. I had the window open. But
try as I would, I could not reach
the kitten and the window was
too high for the kitten to jump
out. Maybe the mother could go
in and get her out. However,
when I tried catching the cat it ran
away. My mother suggested put-
ting some fish on the window sill
but even that did not help.
Finally this time I imitated the
kitten and heard its respond. The
mother heard her baby. She went
for the open window and jumped
in. In no time it was out hold the
kitten by its neck.
I was glad to see the kitten united
with its mother and the family
complete once again.
Ranjana Nayak
Jaycee school, Ankola
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Did you know?

Grasshoppers have

no ears. They hear

with an organ called

tympanum.  Many
males make noise
by rtubbing their

back legs together.
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Art work of the Season - Migration of Birds

I visited bird sanctuaries many times. But
this time in midterm vacation I visited
“Ranganathittu” in Mysore and “Uluve” in
Sringeri where 1 observed different type of
birds. Later I came to know that most of
them have migrated from different part of
our globe.

This observation made me draw this figure.
This happened because of DNA club and
therefore I am thankful to DNA club.

Anusha T N
Jaycees School, Sringeri

Aausha T 1t
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Coordinator’s Column : Anti-plastic campaign, Ankola

During many of the DNA club
sessions the problem of plastic
carry bags was discussed and as
people concerned about the envi-
ronment we decided to do some-
thing about it.

Ankola is a small town in coastal
Karnataka. It has a compact mar-
ket area where the consumption
of plastic is the greatest. We de-
cided to concentrate on this area
and worked out a survey schedule
to get an idea of per day con-
sumption of plastic carry bags.
Having done that, we went in
pairs to interview the shop owners
about their views on plastic, num-
bers used and alternatives. When
this was consolidated, it was
found that per day plastic carry
bag consumption in the town
municipality area itself was one
lakh!

The next step was to create aware-
ness about the dangerous effects
of plastics on the environment
and we did this with posters, ban-

ners, speeches, slogans, proces-

sions and street plays. The media,
especially the local news channel
played its role to spread the
awareness.

The town municipality corpora-
tion chief officer wholeheartedly
supported us and had arranged
for

oA

the local self help group

women to get trained in making

paper and cloth bags. Volunteers
collected old newspapers and with
home made paste the women
were taught to make paper bags of
different kinds and sizes. Several
sessions of stitching cloth bags
were also conducted with the
women who knew basic tailoring.
They were provided with details
of whole sale shops for buying

material. Cost analysis showed

that they could have a very good
profit margin on the bags even if
they were sold locally. The
women were keen to take on the
project and with a little help from
the town municipality and/or
local NGOs it would have taken
off beautifully. Unfortunately the
Chief Officer was transferred and
the project was deferred. Despite
this disappointment, however, the
children are doing all they can to
reduce plastic use, including
speaking out against plastic use
and using cloth bags themselves.
The students are continuing with
their awareness campaign in dif-
ferent schools and places. The
Deputy Commissioner himself
visited our school to see the ac-
tivities of the students in the field
of environment. He invited the
students to perform the anti plas-
tic skit for the Independence Day
celebration in the District Head-
quarters, Karwar, which they did.
Dr. Rama Nayak
Jaycee School, Ankola
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